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pulsive talk, would seem to be impossible.
One thinks of Him, from pictures and from
books, as grave, abstracted, chiding, pre-
cise, mournfully^ kind, solemnly considerate.
I believe it in my heart to have been wholly
otherwise, and I think of Him as one with
whom any simple and affectionate person,
man, woman, or child, would have been
entirely and instantly at ease. Like all
idealistic and poetical natures, he had little
use, I think, for laughter; those who are
deeply interested in life and its issues care
more for the beauty than the humour of life.
But one sees a flash of humour here and
there, as in the story of the unjust judge,
and of the children in the market-place; and
that He was disconcerting or cast a shadow
upon natural talk and merriment I do not
for an instant believe.

And thus I think that the Christian has
no right to be ashamed of light-heartedness ;
indeed I believe that he ought to cultivate
and feed it in every possible way. He ought
to be so unaffected, that he can change with-
out the least incongruity from laughter to
tears, sympathising with, entering into, de-
veloping the moods of those about him. The
moment that the Christian feels himself to